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COMMUNIQUÉ ISSUED BY THE NIGERIAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW TEACHERS (NALT) 
AT THE 49TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE HELD AT   FACULTY OF LAW NASARAWA STATE 
UNIVERSITY KEFFI FROM 22ND TO 27TH OF MAY 2016

The 49th Annual Conference of the Nigerian Association of Law Teachers (NALT) held at the Nasarawa State 
University Ke� (NSUK), Nasarawa State Nigeria from Sunday 22nd – Friday 27th May 2016. The Conference 
whose theme was LAW AND THE ECONOMY drew participants from Law Faculties across the country, the 
Nigerian Law School, the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, the Judiciary and the Bar.

It was formally declared open by His Excellency, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, SAN GCON, Vice President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, ably represented by the Secretary to the Government of the Federation, Engineer 
David Lawal Babchir at a ceremony presided over by His Excellency, Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu, a former Executive 
Governor of Nasarawa State. The opening ceremony was also attended by His Excellency Alhaji Tanko 
Al-Makura, Governor of Nasarawa State, represented by the Deputy Governor, Nasarawa State. 

Goodwill messages were presented by the Pro-Chancellor & Chairman of Council, Nasarawa State University 
(NSUK), Bishop Mathew Hassan Kukah; the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Akano Mainoma; the Emir of Ke�, His 
Royal Highness, Dr. Shehu Yamusa; the Nigerian Bar Association; and Mr J. K. Gadzama, SAN.   

The Keynote Address for the Conference was delivered by Professor Tshepo Mongalo, President of the Society 
of Law Teachers in Southern Africa, who also participated in the working sessions.
 
Conference at plenary and syndicated sessions engaged and addressed topical issues ranging from corruption 
and national development to security and the challenges of terrorism and cyber criminality; issues of consumer 
protection; ownership, control and development of natural resources; competition and antitrust laws; corporate 
governance and �nance; the imperatives of legal and judicial reforms in development; dispute resolution for 
sustainable development; the role of ECOWAS Community Court in promoting ECOWAS community laws and 
human rights; legal structure for development of small and medium scale enterprises; and cost bene�t analysis 
of legislative agenda, also received due attanetion.

Keynote papers were presented at Plenary Sessions by the Honourable Justice Dahiru Musdapher, GCON, 
former Chief Justice of Nigeria and Honourable Justice B B Kanyip of the National Industrial Court of Nigeria.

• The law is, and has ever been, a veritable tool for addressing the myriads of economic challenges that  
 nations have historically faced.
  
• Lawyers acting within the sphere of their professional responsibility, in conjunction with other actors  
 on the Nigerian economic scene, indeed have played critical roles not only in fostering economic  
 growth, promoting the goals of national development, and attracting foreign and domestic invest 
 ment, but also preventing capital �ight and illicit �nancial �ows, stemming the tide of tax evasion,  

PREAMBLE

OBSERVATIONS
Conference observes that:

 confronting the manifest pathologies of corporate governance, and restiveness in the �nancial and 
  monetary sectors and the troubling incidence of economic crimes, among other challenges confront 
 ing the country.

• However, unless the law enforcement and extant regulatory mechanisms are strengthened and  
 e�ectively deployed and applied, the role and capacity of law to overcome the nation’s present  
 economic challenges will be severely constrained and restricted.

• In line with the critical role of law and lawyers in the scheme of development, appropriate judicial  
 reforms aimed at speedy dispensation of justice and resolution of disputes should be pursued as these  
 will boost the con�dence of foreign and local investors in the economy. 

• Corruption in its various manifestations is widely recognised as the bane of development and has  
 done incalculable damage to the nation’s image. It therefore needs to be treated and confronted as a  
 serious national challenge with international dimension before it �nally consumes the nation.

• Insecurity also constitutes a serious threat to economic development, a great disincentive to foreign  
 and domestic investment, and the bane of economic growth and development.

• Along with the challenge of chronic insecurity, cyber criminality in its various manifestations is   
 assuming an alarming dimension and needs to be tackled headlong using the instrumentality of law  
 and lawful application of the state security apparatus.

•    Against the background of the current liberalisation and deregulation of the Nigerian economy, the  
 absence of appropriate competition law and policy to stimulate proper market behaviour is a   
 challenge that should be addressed urgently.

• The promotion of small and medium scale enterprises is now universally recognised as the pathway to  
 the industrial growth of developing countries and should be embraced as such in Nigeria.

• There is a general dissatisfaction with the present state of fiscal federalism in Nigeria, in particular the  
 framework for revenue generation, mobilisation and allocation, thus necessitating a major review of  
 the �scal mechanisms of the federation.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Conference therefore recommends as follows: 

 confronting the manifest pathologies of corporate governance, and restiveness in the �nancial and 
  monetary sectors and the troubling incidence of economic crimes, among other challenges confront 
 ing the country.
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 done incalculable damage to the nation’s image. It therefore needs to be treated and confronted as a  
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• Insecurity also constitutes a serious threat to economic development, a great disincentive to foreign  
 and domestic investment, and the bane of economic growth and development.

• Along with the challenge of chronic insecurity, cyber criminality in its various manifestations is   
 assuming an alarming dimension and needs to be tackled headlong using the instrumentality of law  
 and lawful application of the state security apparatus.

•    Against the background of the current liberalisation and deregulation of the Nigerian economy, the  
 absence of appropriate competition law and policy to stimulate proper market behaviour is a   
 challenge that should be addressed urgently.

• The promotion of small and medium scale enterprises is now universally recognised as the pathway to  
 the industrial growth of developing countries and should be embraced as such in Nigeria.

• There is a general dissatisfaction with the present state of fiscal federalism in Nigeria, in particular the  
 framework for revenue generation, mobilisation and allocation, thus necessitating a major review of  
 the �scal mechanisms of the federation.

1. In view of the parlous state of the economy, there is an imperative need to deploy all  
 available legal mechanisms designed to enhance national development and optimise their  
 use as we confront the crisis of the economy.

2. As there is an urgent need to evolve and execute well-planned and thought-out initiatives to  
 address present constraints of regulatory inefficiency, it is necessary to formulate and  
 enforce policies that will stimulate and guide proper market behaviour and engender  
 development.
  
3. Nigeria’s financial and other relevant laws should be effectively enforced to deter banks and  
 other financial institutions from serving as conduits for capital flight, money laundering and 
  illicit financial transactions.

4. Considering the global push for the use of virtual monies and the advantages associated  
 with them, relevant laws should be enacted and existing ones modified to facilitate lawful  
 use and prevent abuse so that virtual money mechanisms do not become conduits for  
 money laundering, tax evasion and corrupt practices.

5. In combating cyber criminality, relevant governmental agencies need to develop new, and  
 implement extant, mechanisms, operating procedures and measures to enhance   
 international cooperation and inter-agency collaboration.

6. Given the increasing monopolistic practices of some corporations operating in Nigeria, it is  
 necessary to develop and implement anti-trust laws and policies so as to protect public and  
 private interests while encouraging and improving competition and efficiency within the  
 economic liberalisation and deregulation policies of government.

7. The sukuk option and other non-interest banking and finance mechanisms should be  
 considered as an alternative method of funding public infrastructure projects in Nigeria.

8. The State should develop appropriate legal structures for the promotion and operation of  
 small and medium size enterprises as the pathway to our industrial growth.

9. Consumer protection laws need to be strengthened especially in the services sector.  
 Emphasis should be placed on the telecommunications and electricity sectors. The   
 Consumer Protection Council should indeed take on small claims and protect consumers  
 from injustices.
  
10. In the light of global, multilateral and bilateral exchange of goods and services, it is   
 important for Nigeria to overhaul the extant sale of goods legislations and, subject to any  
 appropriate reservation, ratify the United Nations Convention on International Sales of  
 Goods (CISG) so as to improve the confidence of investors negotiating international   
 commercial contracts in Nigeria.

11. As the war on terrorism goes beyond enacting laws, it is necessary to design and implement  
 anti-terror educational and mass orientation programmes for the populace through various  
 institutions.

12. In view of the fact that abuse of security votes has over the years emerged as a serious  
 accountability issue, there is need to evolve a framework of transparency in their use, albeit,  
 without compromising national security.

13. Nigeria should as a matter of urgent national policy, initiate and implement short, medium  
 and long-term sustainable social security and welfare programmes to take care of the weak  
 as well as the elderly and disempowered segments of society.

14. The goal of true fiscal federalism should be pursued with vigour particularly within the  
 framework of sustainable revenue generation, mobilisation and allocation between the  
 federating units.
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APPRECIATION

Dr Abdulkarim Abubakar Kana Dr Elijah Oluwatoyin Okebukola
President NALT 2016 General Secretary NALT 2016

Conference commends the President of NALT and the team he led, including in particular, the 
academic staff of the host Faculty for their commitment and efforts in organising and ensuring 
that the Conference is a huge success. 

Conference appreciates the support of the Government and the People of Nasarawa State, the 
Vice Chancellor and authorities of the Nasarawa State University, individual donors and sponsors.

Conference is gratified by the active participation of conferees and their continued support for the 
Association.


