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South Sudan conflict could cost up to $28bn 

in five years  

By Tinishu Solomon 
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The price of failing to bring about lasting peace in South Sudan could rise up to $28 billion 

over the next five years, according to a new study. 

The conflict has already killed tens of thousands and placed nearly a third of the population 

of the young country is at risk of famine. 

there are severe economic costs that have not previously been known that must 

now be acknowledged 

According to a new report, "South Sudan: The Cost of War", the financial cost of the conflict, 

which erupted in December 2013 is enormous. 

"If the conflict continues for another one to five years, the new report says it will cost South 

Sudan between US$22.3 billion and $28 billion depending on its severity," says the report. 

However, the report points out that "if the effects are measured over 20 years to allow for 

flow-on effects, the loss is even greater - up to $158 billion." 

Released on the eve of two major summits in Addis Ababa for the regional grouping - 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development - and the African Union (AU), the report 
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introduces empirical research that makes a compelling case for immediate action by African 

states to stop the fighting and avoid massive economic and financial costs. 

The report takes into account declines in oil revenue and remittances and increases in military 

spending. 

It also looks at costs incurred in other countries in the region and at a global level. 

"The Cost of War report shows there are severe economic costs that have not previously been 

known that must now be acknowledged," said Dr. Luka Biong Deng of CPDS. 

"Next week at the AU summit in Addis Ababa, all Heads of African States must realise that 

South Sudan's economy and our people simply cannot afford to forgo billions of dollars it 

will cost to endure five more years of conflict." 

The human costs of conflict – death, hunger and disease – also have significant longer-term 

economic impacts, says the report. 

Just taking the effects of hunger on labour productivity could mean a further $6 billion in lost 

gross domestic product if the conflict were to last another five years, according the report. 
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